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More on our Ukraine Appeal work is on the next page...
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we stand with ukraine!
Members and supporters of the Order have responded magnificently to the humanitarian 
challenges posed by Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, with supporters around the world 
helping our fundraising and other activities.

In the United State, 60 volunteers, many from local medical schools, joined the Order in 
processing over 100 pallets of mixed medical supplies destined to help relief efforts in Ukraine. 
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This year’s Ring of Light had a distinctly Ukrainian theme as we lit St. George’s Day candles 
around the world in solidarity with the people of Ukraine. Members and supporters in 
Albania, Finland, Singapore, Germany, the UK, Estonia, the USA, Greece, and Malta were 
among those to send in photos of their candles. Thanks to everyone who took part!
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THE RING OF LIGHT EMBRACES UKRAINE

The Templar Order (SMOTJ) 
and the Order of St. Lazarus 
joined the Order of St. 
George to accomplish 
this feat, in a powerful 
sign of partnership and 
collaboration between three 
different Orders of Chivalry. 

“Our thanks to everyone 
who helped this 
tremendous work,” says 
Americas Grand Prior 
Robert Soderstrom, “and 
in particular to Jerry 
Vogler Jr, our Georgia 
Commander, and Larry 
Long for all their efforts.”

Meanwhile, our financial 
fundraising has gone 
to support the work of 
ChildAid, who have an 
established track record 
of working throughout 
the region. We have 
focused our efforts on 
supporting relief work 
in Moldova, where 
over 100,000 Ukrainian 
refugees, have fled and 

where ChildAid’s existing 
centres are supporting 
child refugees, who are 
particularly vulnerable.  

“Moldova is a beautiful but 
relatively poor country, 
whose services have 
been at danger of being 
overwhelmed by the 
influx of refugees,” said UK 
Grand Prior Stuart Notholt. 
“So we decided to focus 
our efforts on Moldova, 
where they would be most 
cost effective. It’s also 
particularly appropriate, 
as St. George is the Patron 
Saint of Moldova!”

q Entertainment at ChildAid’s 
centre in Moldova. We are proud 
to be supporting their vital work at 
this time.

More on our
Ukraine work
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https://www.childaidee.org.uk/
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Rochester round-up
For the Order’s most recent investiture members 
and friends from around the world joined us in the 
magnificent setting of Rochester Cathedral in Kent, UK. 
The theme of the investiture was ‘am I my brother’s 
keeper’, and, as Magisterium Officium Stuart Notholt 
pointed out, “chivalry was the first organized attempt to 
set down the rules of war – both what one should do in 
a conflict zone, and equally what one should not – the 
latter being what we now call war crimes. Sadly, these 
are themes that are all too relevant today.” 

In addition to welcoming many new Knights and Dames 
into the Order, we were privileged to have in attendence 
Deputy Lieutenant of Kent Wing Cmdr Peter Gilbert,  
the Mayor of Medway, Cllr. Jan Aldous, and Canon 
Gordon Giles, Chancellor of the Cathedral, who gave 
the address, Thanks to them and to everyone who 
contributed to an excellent event.

pu The post-Investiture 
luncheon in the lovely crypt at the 
Cathedral – a highlight of the day.

puu The Investiture in progress. 
Congratulations to the many 
excellent candidates we welcomed  
to our ranks.

u Members old and new gather 
for a photo call with Rochester 
Castle in the background.

uu Parading up Rochester High 
Street. Thanks to our Piper, Peter 
Jenkins and to 3rd Bt Princess of 
Wales’s Royal Regiment for the 
Army escort.

http://www.george.st
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It is with great pleasure that we can announce that 
Chevalier Doug Bainbridge and Dame Janet Munro were 
married in May 2022 at St Albans, England. Congratulations 
Doug and Janet!

. . . .AND TO SIMON

Felicitations to our UK Grand Prior Emeritus, Chevalier 
Simon McIlwaine, who has been formally notified of the 
award of the Ten Years Service Medal of the Order of St 
John. We congratulate him on a well-earned honour!
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                   Called to Order
Called to Order is the interactive e-newsletter of the Order of Saint George. Published 
three times a year, it is designed to be viewed on a PC or tablet, or can be printed out as 
a paper newsletter. We hope members of the Order will take the opportunity to circulate 
Called to Order to their friends and encourage them to join. 

A link to Called to Order on-line is at www.george.st/publications/

In addition to being the Patron Saint of England, St. George 
is the Patron of soldiers, and also holds a special place in 
the affections of Christians in Africa and the Middle East. 
Following this tradition we work for the welfare of UK and 
NATO armed forces personnel, and in support of vulnerable 
Christian communities.  

In the UK we support the Royal Hospital Chelsea, of which we 
are a Platinum Friend, and the Welfare Fund of our affiliated 
regiment, the 3rd Battalion of the Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment. In the United States we support the Green Beret 
Foundation. The Order is a registered charity in England and 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization in the USA. 

We welcome into membership ladies and gentlemen 
who wish to be involved in the Order’s work. For more 
information please see the Joining the Order section on our 
website: www.george.st/about-the-order/.

The Order of Saint George takes its inspiration from the ancient and honourable Christian 
Order of Knighthood founded in 1326 by King Károly Róbert of Hungary.

“The Order of St George 
promotes and pursues 
the timeless traditions of 
chivalry by compassion 
and supporting works of 
charity. The Order focuses 
on supporting charities that 
work with current and 
former service personnel, 
and with Christian 
communities suffering 
religious persecution.”

about our order

SOME JOYOUS NEWS...
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